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to the women's quarters, where Zoe died in 1050.   ButTheodora
Theodora outlived Constantine IX, and in 1055, at the age
of 75, she was at last the real head of the State—for eighteen
months.    She was still unmarried, and so, when she died in
1050, the Macedonian house came to an end.
During this period, in which the only ruler at all worthy The power
of the name was Michael IV, the civil functionaries of thethe Church
Court were mainly in charge of the government. The power-
ful aristocratic families remained quiescent; for this the
surprising popularity of Zoe, combined with the sentiment
of loyalty to the legitimate line, seems to have been respon-
sible. The influence of the Church, too, was on the side of
the reigning sovereigns. Both Romanus III and Michael IV
heaped favours upon it, while in the reign of Constantine IX
the Patriarch, Michael Cerularius, became the most influential
person at Constantinople. Easily dominating the indolent
Emperor, he was able to achieve his ambition of ecclesiastical
autonomy by engineering a formal breach with Rome in
1054. The Schism between the Eastern and Western
Churches which resulted was ultimately to prove fatal to
the Eastern Empire. Its immediate effect was also disastrous.
It prevented the meditated alliance with the Pope and the
Lombard princes in South Italy against the Normans, who
were soon to expel the Byzantines from South Italy and
then to take the offensive against them in Greece.
The Schism was due to the Patriarch and was against the The subjec-
wish of the Emperor.   But the Emperors themselves were^^°f-
responsible for the policy in the north-east which was equally an(j its
disastrous   to   the   Empire.   Armenia   had   admitted   the consequences
suzerainty of Basil II, but had soon re-won her independence.
The Emperors not unnaturally sought to regain their author-
ity, but the deliberate overthrow of Armenian power was a
grave blunder;   it was only achieved after a long struggle,
exhausting to both, which ended when Constantine IX gained
by guile what he and his predecessors had failed to win by
force of arms alone.   But by the complete subjection of
Armenia he paved the way for disaster to the Empire.   The
value of Armenia as a buffer state was gone.   Already the
Seljuk Turks were beginning to invade it from the east, and
it had lost the power of resistance.
Corruption at the centre had not yet spread to the ex-

